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Concert in Cuba with friends from Cuba, Japan, Mexico and Canada
~120 year anniversary of Japanese immigration to Cuba~

Earlier this year, Goh Kurosawa from Japan
was invited by his close friend Josue
Tacoronte from Cuba to participate in a
musical event in Havana on October 19th at
the Fabrica de Arte Cubana. The concert
would commemorate the 120th anniversary
of Japanese immigration to Cuba which
began on September 9,1898. The Japanese
: Embassy in Havana helped to familiarize
Goh with the venue and event. Josue also arranged a second concert recognizing the Japanese
immigration, to be held at Teatro Marti on October 20, Cuban Cultural Day. Goh and Josue
have been friends since their meeting in 2013 at an international music festival in Mexico.

On October 19, Josue and Goh were joined by Naomi Hanafusa from Japan, Teresa Olaya from
Mexico, Mark Woodside and Marty Howe from Canada, and Lazaro Rojas from Cuba. The
program included Goh's six original compositions in various styles/genres (Brazilian samba,
country blues, rumba, reggae, Japanese, and modern contemporary) Kojo No Tsuki (Moon
Over The Ruined Castle) S}

by Rentaro Taki,
Summertime by George
Gershwin, traditional
Spanish flamenco form
Farruca, Ain't No
Sunshine by Bill Withers,
and Chan Chan made
popular by the Buena
Vista Social Club. All
songs were original
arrangements by the
performers.

The musicians were
blessed with a packed
room; the audience
included many who
came to see Goh's debut
show in Cuba along with
his friends from different global corners. Perhaps one of the biggest highlights of the evening
was the performance of Kojo No Tsuki in three different languages (Japanese, Spanish, and
English).

This concert as well as the concert on October 20 at Teatro Marti were both recognized by the
Executive Committee of 120" Anniversary of Japanese Migration to Cuba to be a part of the
120th year anniversary celebration, commemorating the first Japanese immigration on
September 9th, 1898.
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